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“The King Fisher”      Text – Mark 1:16-20      OT Reading – 1 Kings 19:19-21

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Earlier in the service, we heard Stephen make a public profession of faith.  

And it is fitting as we continue our series through the Gospel of Mark that we come to this account of Jesus calling four men to become His followers.  
For His calling of them and their response was all done in public.  At the very least, the father of James and John, and the hired servants all witnessed what happened here.  
And from this day on, these men would be known as followers of Jesus.
Today then, we simply consider the call of Jesus and the response of these four men.  
And we do so noting the direct line between what happened there by the Sea of Galilee and what we have witnessed here in church today.  
But we do so also noting the implications of this account for each and every one of us.
We saw last time, from vv14-15, that Jesus preached a kingdom sermon.  
And many other prophets over the years had preached to the people of Israel, but they always pointed to one who was to come as king.  
We read, earlier, about Elijah calling Elisha to follow him, but the task of both was to call the people to repentance and to trust in God for salvation.  
But Jesus does not point to anyone else.  Instead, He announces that He is the king by calling on His hearers to repent and believe in Him.  And so, His was a radical message.  
And that it was a radical message is borne out in what we see in these verses today.  For Jesus next issues a radical command and we then witness the radical obedience of these four men.  

1. Now, the word radical means far-reaching, turn upside-down, extreme, comprehensive, drastic.  When we use the word ‘radical,’ today, we usually do so in relation to a person who is doing or suggesting something quite unusual or unheard of or extreme.  So let’s first of all see why it is appropriate to describe what happens in these verses as radical. 
a. And a bit of background will help us see why this is so.  You see, if all we read was Mark’s Gospel, we might think that this was the first time that Jesus met these four men.  We might think that Jesus was baptized, tempted, went to Galilee, and then met A/S/J/J by the lake and called them to follow Him.  But that is not the case.  In fact, we learn from John’s Gospel that between the time of Jesus’ baptism and this moment here in Galilee, the better part of a year has gone by, and Jesus has spent a lot of that time with these men.  
i. Can you boys and girls remember Jesus’ first miracle?  Water into wine.  Well, these four were with Jesus when he did that up here in Cana of Galilee.  And they were with Him when He cleared the temple back in Jerusalem.  They have even been baptizing with Jesus in Judea.   
ii. But being a disciple in those times was typically a voluntary thing.  
A. If you heard a Rabbi and you liked him and his message, you might decide to attach yourself to him.  But you were also free to leave.  
1) So, Simon and Andrew and James and John have spent a lot of time with Jesus, but now we find them back in their boats and fishing, as they were free to do.  They have left Jesus to take care of business and to be with their families, etc.  
iii. But ALL that is about to change, radically.  Now we shall see that Jesus is not just like the other Rabbis who attract people because of their message or way of life.  No, Jesus is king.  
A. And He is a King who commands.  He is a King who is beginning to build His kingdom.  
B. And the first ‘stones’ of the kingdom He is building will be these four men – Andrew, Simon, James and John.   
iv. Maybe you boys and girls can remember a time when a group of you were kicking around a soccer ball on a field.  And it doesn’t really matter where you stand or if you catch the ball in your hands or who you pass it to.  But then, someone says let’s pick sides, set up some goals, and play a game of soccer.  And from that moment on, there are now rules about off-side and hand ball, and it becomes all about scoring goals and winning.  And you need a goalie and defenders and strikers.  So, what was started off as ‘organic’ has become ‘organized.’  
v. And that perhaps is a good description of what we read here.  Up till now, the matter of those who are with Jesus has been somewhat ‘organic’ if you will, but now it becomes ‘organized.’  
A. And that is not to say, of course, that Jesus ever did anything in an unorganized or random way.  But for Jesus’ kingdom plans to come to fruition, He chooses a group of 12 men that He will be with night and day and who will hear in a focused and comprehensive way all that He says and does.  And these 12 will become the primary kingdom builders who ‘organize’ the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
1) And the gathering of the 12 starts, here, with these four.
vi. I trust you can see then why we have described Jesus’ actions in v16 as a radical.  Today something organized, something official, something far-reaching begins!
So, let’s look now at Jesus’ radical Command.

1. We read, “As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  And a bit further down the lake-shore, He sees James and John “in a boat, preparing their nets.”  And He calls them, also.  
a. Simon and Andrew are fishing by the shore with a drag-net and James and John fish from a boat.  
i. And fishing in that time, especially in the Lake of Galilee, was a pretty lucrative business.  Zebedee’s operation included a boat and hired men.
A. So this is not a story about Jesus only having time for the poor and not for the rich, as some try and make it out to be.  
b. What is noticeable, however, is that these men are ‘uneducated’ tradesman, and not the Teachers of the Law or the Jewish Leaders.  And this was something definitely noticed by the Teachers of the Law and the Jewish leaders.

i. But Martin Luther once said, “Since God created the world out of nothing from nowhere, it shouldn’t surprise us that He delights to use nobodies, everywhere.”
c. But notice that these ‘nobodies’ are busy with something honourable and God-glorifying.  They are working.  
i. They are not lazing about on the beach, wasting time.  
ii. They are providing an income for themselves and for their wider families.  
iii. They are providing food for the community. 
iv. They are providing employment for others, as we see in the reference to “hired men.”  
v. And clearly, in James and John’s case, their Father wants them there and they are being dutiful sons.  
vi. So, they are busy with what is honourable and useful and God-glorifying.  
A. But Jesus still calls them to leave all that behind in order to follow Him.
1) This is a radical command.  
And in the case of Simon and Andrew and James and John we see a radical obedience.
1. For, “at once they left their nets and followed Him.”  

a. And the way it reads, it is as if S&A just let go of the net or dropped it where it was and walked away with Jesus.  “At once.”  
b. And the same is so with James and John, “They left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed Him.” 
i. Did they explain what they were doing to Zebedee?  Was he happy that his sons had found a calling in life?  Was he mad that now he needed two more staff?  Was he calling out to them, “Oi!  Where do you think you’re going?  You can’t just leave!”  We don’t know.  
ii. But whatever way you look at it, it is, indeed, a radical obedience.  It is decisive, instant, drastic and all-encompassing.  
A. They leave behind what is honourable and safe and secure, because Jesus calls.  

B. They leave behind the comfort of life in the family and the village, because Jesus calls.  

C. They do not know where they will go or where they will sleep or what they will eat.  They have no way of knowing if or when they will next see their loved ones.  But Jesus calls, and they willingly sacrifice all that they have known to follow Him.
1) This is indeed a radical obedience.

So, what further observations and applications arise out of this radical command and this radical obedience?  Well, there are several.
1. Notice, in the first place, the power of Jesus’ voice.  He says, “Come,” and they come.  Jesus commands, and they obey.  
a. Later on in Jesus’ ministry, Jesus will be in a boat on this same lake during a raging storm and He will say, “Quiet!  Be still!” and it will become calm, instantly.  
b. He will stand before one who has been lame for 38 years, and He will say, “Get up! Pick up your mat and go home!” and at once the man is cured.  
c. He will stand before the tomb of Lazarus, who has been dead for four days, and He will say, “Lazarus, come out!” and Lazarus shall arise.
i. So tell me, boys and girls, Cyclone Lusi is raging outside.  Who do you know who could go out and say “Be still!” and the storm would stop?  Who do you know who could heal the lame or call the dead back to life with just a word?  

ii. So what does that tell us about Jesus?  He is divine.  He is the Son of God!  

iii. Others have done things by the power of God, but only Jesus does these things by His own power.  
A. Only Jesus, by the power of His Word, can command as Jesus commands.

2. But notice, secondly, what lies at the heart of His command, “Come, follow me.”  
a. These disciples, as we have seen, have been with Jesus for some time already.  
i. They have heard Him speak, they have seen how He lives, they have seen what He can do.  
ii. So they do not put down their nets to join up with a program or because the advertising was good or because there is the chance of some travel, etc.  
iii. This is not about friendship or community or politics or social activism.  
iv. The sole focus of their obedience is Jesus.  
A. They want to follow Jesus.  
B. They recognize that there is something about Jesus that demands their all.  
C. What He says, they need to hear.  What He does, they need to see.  Where He is, they need to be.  So they leave their nets to follow Jesus.  
b. And as we continue through the Gospel, that will be the repeated question that Jesus asks of all those He comes into contact with and speaks to – What do you think about Me?  
i. When He is healing, when He is preaching, when He is in discussions with the Pharisees, when He is talking about the Law, His question, always, is What do you think about Me?  
A. And today, Stephen has answered that question by publicly declaring that he believes that Jesus is the Son of God who died on the cross for his sins, and who has now risen from the dead, and who shall come again to judge the living and the dead.  Stephen wants the world to know that He too is a follower of Jesus.  
B. But what about you?  What do you think of Jesus?
3. But notice thirdly that Jesus says, “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  
a. These disciples followed Jesus not because they felt ready to be fishers of men, now, but because Jesus promised to make them fishers of men.  They answered His call with the expectation of His equipping.  
i. If you were fresh out of school and working in a supermarket as a check out operator, and I was your boss and I came over and said, “Come with me.  I want to make you the chief financial officer at the headquarters of Foodstuffs, New Zealand,” if you came with me, it would not be because you felt confident in your own abilities and ready to handle corporate accounts.  It would be because you were confident that I could give you all the skills that you need to function as the CFO of FNZ.  Right?  
ii. Well, these disciples obeyed looking to the equipping of Jesus.  
A. They didn’t immediately march into town and start a program of street evangelism.  
B. They went looking to Jesus to prepare them and equip them and train them to do what He was calling them to do.  
1) In fact, it is not until Mark 3 that we will read about the official gathering of the twelve apostles who Jesus then sends “out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons.”  
iii. People of God, when Jesus calls and whatever He calls you to, He supplies you with and equips you for.  Obedience.  Repentance.  Public speaking.  Office in the church.  Marriage.  Missions.  Sharing the gospel at work.  Confronting someone about their sin.  What Jesus calls you to, He supplies you with and equips you for.   
A. And sometimes that supplying and equipping will be in the moment, such as the words to speak in a conversation at morning tea time with a co-worker, but at other times it will be over a longer period of time, such as to become a Bible study leader or a minister of the gospel or to take up a position of responsibility at work.
1) “I will make you fishers of men.”

4. And fourthly, in relation to these disciples, Jesus says, “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
a. There was to be some continuity between the previous occupation of these four and their new occupation – they had been busy with fishing and they would still be busy with fishing.  But now they were to be fishers of men.  
i. And it is interesting that the very first title given to those whose specific calling is that of gospel ministry is that of fishers.  
A. If you read through the OT passages that use the imagery of fishing, you will discover that it is often used in the context of judgment.  Water is used as a symbol of darkness and judgment.  So Jesus is conscripting these disciples to help Him with the work of fishing some out of or rescuing them from that judgment, lest all be lost.  
B. And just as they needed skill to fish for fish, so skill will be required to fish for men; skill that only He, Jesus, can supply.  
1) It is Jesus is who is the King Fisher!  He is the true fisher of men and women.  It is His Word and His Spirit that saves sinners.  
2) But He delights to use the gifts and skills that He supplies to all those who are His people as they share the gospel, and to parents as they rear their children in the way of the Lord, and to ministers who preach the gospel from Sunday to Sunday.  
a) And so, through the Christ-supplied gifts of his parents and other believers and elders, always by His word and Spirit, Stephen has been ‘fished.’  
i) Stephen has been rescued from judgment.  
ii) Stephen joins many other here today and across the world who know that what they truly deserve is the wrath of God against their sins.  But they have received, instead, God’s grace, God’s mercy, and God’s love through the gift of faith in Jesus Christ.
5. But the call of Jesus Christ comes to each one of us today:
a. It is not to serve as His apostles for that that office was for that time.  
b. It is, instead, as we read in v15, “repent and believe the good news.”  
i. Dear friend, you are a sinner who deserves God’s wrath.  Please, I urge you, confess that to the Lord, believing that Jesus came to die on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins.
A. And do so, looking to Jesus to make you one who repents and believes.  Remember that what Jesus calls you to, He supplies you with and equips you for.   
c. But the call of Jesus today is seen also in the words we read earlier from Matthew 10:32, “Everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.”

i. Young people, are you uncertain about publicly confessing your faith in Christ?

A. Well, it is Christ who calls you to make that confession, and He will equip you to do so not only one Sunday before His people but also each day before the world. 
B. Remember that what Jesus calls you to, He supplies you with and equips you for.   

d. And the call of Jesus that comes to us all is also “Deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me.”

i. Jesus called these four to a life of self-denial.  And that is what He calls you and me to also.  
ii. Look what these disciples had to leave behind and sacrifice.  And many of them, history suggests, died horrible deaths of torture and brutality, far away from home.
iii. Jesus calls us to a life of self denial.
A. And here we have to get brutally honest with one another.
B. Some of us have made and continue to make great sacrifices for the cause of Christ – Praise the Lord!  And some of us know the joy that comes through self-denial as followers of Jesus.  We have seen how much we have grown in His service.
C. But others of us find it difficult to find time to read the Bible, when, truth be told, we spend hours on flappy birds.
D. But the command of Christ is ‘Discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness,” “work out your salvation with fear and trembling,” “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.”

iv. And to those commands of Christ, we could add many others, such as, “Do not worry,”  “Do not store up for yourself treasures on earth… but store up for yourself treasures in heaven,” “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church,”  “Do not let the sun go down on your anger,”  “Among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality.”  
v. But I want you to pay attention to the key to our obedience in these words of Jesus, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

A. As these disciples put down their nets and walked up the shore, where do you think they were looking?  Would it not have been at Jesus?  Jesus filled their vision.  Everything else was background apart from Jesus.  Such was their love for Him and their need of Him that they were ready to leave anything and everything behind and to follow Him, gladly, whatever the cost.
B. And while Jesus does not stand before you today, He speaks to you through His Word.  It is in here that Jesus reveals Himself.  It is in here that Jesus calls you.  And it is in here that Jesus equips you for whatever He calls you to.  And if you come to this book, whether that be by yourself or with someone else or in a Fellowship group or at church, eager to hear Jesus speak, you will not walk away empty.

Later on in John’s Gospel, the imagery around Jesus changes and we read Jesus describing Himself as the Good Shepherd and His people as His sheep.  He says, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”  


So how has the Lord Jesus called you today?  Will you follow Him?  Amen.
